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- 
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 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. Orleans Pa r i sh  Courthouse 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

421 Loyola -. Avenue 
CITY TOWN STATE 

New Orleans Louisiana 

REPRE SENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE His tor ic  American Butldings ~urvey--chjecJs individual  propert ies 

DATE 
Y a r lous  d a t e s  X-FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS LLbrary- o f  Congress/Annex Division of P r i n t s  and Photographs ---- 
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED -UNALTERED ~ R I G I N A L  SITE 

&GOOD -RUINS LALTERED -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Most of the  buildings i n  the  Veux Carre date from a f t e r  1794, when the 
second of two disastrous f i r e s  swept the  r iverport ,  and before 1850, when 
New Orleans began its decline a s  the  most i n f luen t i a l  c i t y  i n  the  Mississippi 
Valley. A few buildings, notably the Ursuline Convent, 1734, La f i t t e l s  
Blacksmith Shop, 1772, Madam John.ts.Legacy, 1788; Maspexots Exchange, 1788, 
the  Bas t l l i ca  of St .  Louis, 1789, Le P e t i t t  Theatre, 1789, and the Mericult 
House, 1792, survived the f i r e  i n  pa r t  o r  whole. The Ursuline Convent i s  
probably the  oldest  buEld2ng 2n Louisiana and the only one remaining from 
the period of French domination of New Orleans. 

Although only occasional remnants of the  eighteenth century. have been l e f t  
i n  the  Yieux Carre, a f a in t  nemoy of the  colonial c l t y  is preserved i n  the 
basllc concept of s t r e e t s  and town center,  i n  the p r e v d l t n g  sca le  of many 
portions and in cer ta in  traditions i n  building 3uch a s  ga l le r ies ,  balconies, 
courtyards, service  bulldings, roof shapes, and ironwsfi. 

The nbe teen th  c e n t u v  brought a s t y l e  change. The new tendency was 
tomxd an apparent tMnness  and l ightness  and a sparse geometric character 
of archi tectural  forns. Broad, featureless  surfaces of plas tered brick 
walls, reduction of cornEce moldings and other  de t a i l s ,  shallow reveals o r  
recessed enframements around openings, the  semicircular dormer, oculus 
windows, the dome, the simple s p h r e  (as i n  f i n i a l s  on s t a i r s ,  balconies o r  
roof parapets) ,  cjlrcular o r  oval spacep; elegant curves Pn stairways, 
segmental arches o r  vaults,  migW const i tute  a vocabulaxy of standard 
devices. Most of these ?Ciad been employed by Benjamin H. Latrobe i n  o f f i c i a l  
o r  publ2c buf ldI,ngs, of Wai-itngton, Putade lphia  'and Baltimore, and f i n a l l y  
Ln the  Waterworks, Customs House and Cathed~al  of New Orleans ( a l l  
destroyed) and in Fris Louisiana S t a t e  Bank (401 Royal Street)  . 
In Latrobet,s .version of t he  "plaI,n s ty l eM (as the  English sometimes called 
i t ) ,  the  infiltration of Anglo-American cul ture  i n  New Orleans can be seen 
i n  its e a r l i e s t  stages.  In New Orleans the  Ledoux-Regency-Latrobe l i ne  of 
influence was jceinforced by  more d i rec t  a l l i ances  "with French tas te - -  
notably v i a  the local  work of Arsene Lacarriere Latour, Hyacinthe Laclotte 
and Jacques Tanesse . 
The buildings of this period s t i l l  standing i n  the  Vieux Carre probably 
outnumber t h e  eighteenth century. examples. They include several tha t  have 
acquired the fami l i a r i t y  of landmarks: the  French Market (much transformed), 
Orleans Ball Room, Lemonnier House, St .  Peter and Royal. S t ree t s ,  Thierry 
House, 721 Governor N i e h ~ l l s  S t ree t ,  Paul Morphy House; Brennan's, 417 
Royal S t r ee t ,  the Girod o r  " N a p ~ l e o n ~ ~  House, 500 Chartres S t ree t ,  and the 
Absinthe House, 238 Bourbon S t r ee t ,  a re  among the b e t t e r  known. 
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By t h i s  time t he  s t r e e t  e levat ions  of t h e  Vieux Carre had approached 
something l i k e  t h e i r  present aspect of almost continuous closure. Only 
i n  the-"outlying squares were open spaces between Euildings t o  be found. 
The courtyard r a the r  than the walled garden was now standard. The service 
s t ruc ture ,  usual ly  i n  t h e  form of an e l l ,  was increas ingly  a customary 
scheme, a s  was t he  p rac t ice  of using ground f l o o r  spaces f o r  business 
purposes, with domestic quar te r s  above. 

A s  t he  populatkon doubled several  times, tLe c i t y  expanded i n t o  its 
American sec tor ,  upstream. TFu? "Vieux Carre held i t s e l f  apar t ,  administered 
a s  a separate  municipality 0836-18531, a Creole s t ~ o n g h o l d ,  I t s  French 
lnhab i tan t s  resented tEe newesmers and r e s i s t ed  t he  in t rus ion  of new 
energies, publ ic  works and taxes.  They were drawn i n t o  the  flood of 
prosperous expansion almost i n  s p i t e  of themselves. The Vieux Carre had 
i ts own building boom, a t  its maximum i n  t h e  1830s but continuing u n t i l  the 
Civi 1 War. 

The new buildings re ta ined local  t r ad i t i ons  i n  t he  general d isposi t ion of 
spaces, y e t  took on an unmistakable American look. There was- hardly any- 
departure from a standard type--severely regular  facades of b r ick  (some- 
times plas tered)  w3th wood t r i m ,  domered, s h t t e r e d ,  Balconied, the  
gabled ou t l i ne  of s i de  walls i n t e ~ ~ u p t e d  By a p a t r  of  chimneys. In the  
smaller  examples, t he  doomay OT carriageway entrance ixtroduced t he  only 
break d t h  $ t r ick  symmetry. A carved decoration on a wooden f r i e ze  o r  some 
s imi la r  res t ra ined  refinement i n  the  de ta i l ing  of a door o r  a dormer might 
add d i s t i nc t i on  t o  one of t he  f i n e r  residences. A marked preference. for  
Greek Revival d e t a i l  gradually increased. 

The French Quarter i s  s t i l l  l i b e r a l l y  supplied with buildings of t h i s  type. 
Many a re  mul t ip l ied i n t o  row housing, products of t he  entrepreneur. Gurlie 
and Gui l lo t ,  a r ch i t ec t s  and bui lders ,  were busy operators during the  1830s. 
They a r e  represented by s ing le  houses o r  rows a t  Royal and Orleans, a t  
711 Bourbon S t r ee t  and 1101-1141 Decatur S t r ee t .  Fi f teen houses a t  1101-1141 
Royal S t r ee t  were erected by a pa r t i cu l a r l y  ac t ive  r ea l  e s t a t e  corporation 
t h a t  ca l l ed  i t s e l f  t he  "Architects* Company of New Orleans. l 1  Frequently 
narrow balconies were replaced with ca s t  i ron .  

A s  ea r ly  as  1850 t he  advantages of cas t  i ron  were recognized, notably i n  the  
Baroness Pontalba buildings.  The deep g a l l e r i e s  provided shade and s i t t i n g  
space l i k e  those of t he  eighteenth century. Supported on slender pipe 
columns, they a l so  shel tered the  passing pedestrian below, and thereby 
j u s t i f i e d  t h e  permission t o  extend over the  publ ic  sidewalk. A carnival  of 
fanc i fu l  pa t te rns  appeared down the  length of the  more opulent s t r e e t s  and 
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fanned graceful ly  around t h e  corners. They were chosen from the  pr in ted 
pages of standardized cata logs  which pic tured a l so  such items as colonettes,  
fences, fountains,  i ron  fu rn i t u r e  and decorative lawn sculpture .  By sheer 
quant i ty ,  c a s t  i ron  overshadowed t h e  ca r e fu l l y  hand w~ought ironwork of 
e a r l i e r  date .  

Cast i r on  g a l l e r i e s  i n  t h e  Vieux Carre a r e  predominantly modifications of 
pre-ex'st lng bukldtngs, ch i e f l y  those of t h e  antebellum phase. Other con- 
s t r ~ c t ~ o f  t h e  perf od, besides an occasional s t o r e  o r  commercial s t ructure ,  
would be t h e  fami l i a r  scattem'ng of narrow- wooden cottages ca l l ed  rlshotguns , I 1  

which a r e  decerated & t h  wooden laceworks common i n  V2ctorlan archi tec ture .  
These appear s c a t t e ~ e d  throughout t h e  Vieux Carre but a r e  found i n  great  
numbers i n  t he  s t r e e t s  surrounding t h e  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t .  

Shor t ly  before the  t u rn  of t he  century the  f i r s t  indication of encroach- 
ments of modern times and money, was a ho t e l ,  named t he  Cosmopolitian, b u i l t  
about 1893. I t  extended between Bourbon and Royal S t r e e t s  i n  the  first 
block below- Canal S t r ee t .  With the  next ho te l ,  the  Monteleone b u i l t  by 
Toledano and Wogan i n  1908-1909, t h e  business world penetrated one block 
deeper along Royal S t r ee t .  Otherwise the pressure  dird remain concentrated 
near t he  upper boundary., a s  Canal S t r ee t  mercFLants expanded t b i r  business 
deeper i n t o  t h e  firs;t square, and now-recently i n t o  t he  second. 

Public p ro jec t s  a l so  intruded upon t he  character  of t he  quar ter .  An e n t i r e  
square was razed f o r  t h e  C iv i l  Courts Buildlng i n  1903, including several  
f i n e  o r  h i s t o r i c a l l y  i n t e r e s t i ng  houses. I t  introduced a magnified sca le  
and clashed with its surroundings, even with the  bulk of t he  o ld  St .  Louis 
Hotel across the  s t r e e t .  Damaged by a storm i n  1915, the  Hotel i t s e l f  was 
i n  t u rn  demolished t he  following year.  

Early i n  t h i s  century, the  area  began a rapid  decline,  u n t i l  t h e  mid-1930's 
when h i s t o r i c  i n t e r e s t s  gained more general acceptance. T h i s  l ed  t o  the  
establishment of t he  Vieux Carre Commission i n  1936. 

The increasing t o u r i s t  i n t e r e s t  i n  the  Vieux Carre l ed  t o  a demand fo r  
accommodations within t he  h i s t o r i c  area. In  t he  1940s t he  f i r s t  e s tab l i sh -  
ments with space f o r  perhaps a dozen v i s i t o r s ,  l i k e  t he  Maison de Vi l le ,  
demonstrated t he  f e a s i b i l i t y  of such a business. When the  f i r s t  motel, the 
Prince Conti (with f i f t y  rooms and parking f a c i l i t y  f o r  each) was opened i n  
March, 1959, construction had already begun on the  Royal Orleans, a ho te l  of 
395 rooms with garage space f o r  280 cars.  I ts  design incorporated a 
remaining fragment of  t he  old  ho te l  t h a t  once stood on t he  same s i t e ,  and 
ex te rna l ly  was based on t h a t  l a rge  and well-remembered landmark. 

(Continued) 
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Few inroads have been made i n t o  t he  core of the  French Quarter although a l l  
but the  northeast  border along Esplanade, i s  g r e a t l y  intxuded upon, as a re  
t h e  th ree  lower southwestern s t r e e t s .  These in t rus ions  include car  l o t s ,  
large  modern department s t o r e s ,  wa~ehouses, and f ac to r i e s ,  eut o f  sca le  with 
t h e  h i s t o r i c  cTty., and gasoline stations. Fortunately these  have been 
checked from fu r the r  eros in  of the d i s t r i c t  by t he  Vieux Carre Commission 
which has extensive control  over a l t e r a t i o n s  o r  p lans  f o r  new construction. 

The r i v e r  area  is still an ac t ive  por t ,  although levees and modern ware- 
houses obscure t h e  view- from s t r e e t  level .  P a ~ t s  o f  t he  or iginal  French 
Market b u i l d b g s  remain. These a r e  being supplemented by  new buildings t o  
accommodate tFe merchants tdSek e till gather d a i l y  i n  t h e  market place. 

c.J \ID 
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-INVENTION 

BUI LDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Vieux Carre represents a unzque fusion of a rcUtec tura1  s ty l e s  which 
i l l u s t r a t e  the growth and deyelopment of New Orleans- i n  the  l a t e  eighteenth 
and e a r l y  n b e t e e n t k  century., T h e  m a n y  h i s t o r i c  buildings r e f l e c t  the 
blending of cul tures  whick created a t r u e l y  cosmopolitan metropolis. 
Covering eighty-.$?&@ blocks, the  Yieux Carre was- the  scene of many' important 
h i s t o r i c  events from the f i r s t  settlement through French, Spanish, and 
American rule .  rn many respects the stgnificance of the  Yieux Carre i s  
inseparably entwllned, not only with t he  c i t y  of New Orleans, but with the 
country a s  a whole, f o r  t he  ro l e  it played kn the War of 1812, the Civil  
War and the  e ra  of steamboat transportation.  The nucleus of the or iginal  
town, it remained the  control1.ing center of the  Crescent City during i t s  
period of greates t  power and influence, Today, the Yieux Carre i s  a l iving 
par t  of the h i s t o r i c a l  her i tage of the  Nation a s  well a s  New Orleans. 

Jean Baptiste Le Hope,  Sleur de Bienville, founded New Orleans one hundred 
miles above the meuthof t he  @issisej;ppi RLver j;n 1718. Named i n  honor of 
t he  Duc d'Orlems, Regent of France, t h e  s t r a t e g i c  settlement succeeded 
Biloxi a s  the  capi tql  of colonlal Louls-iana i n  1722. Controlling the 
Mississippi and inUblt$ng the  expansion des i res  of England and Spain, the 
outpost p~ospered  as a center of r i v e r  trade.  

The c i t y  was p lo t ted  2n 1721 under the  direct ion of French mi l i t a ry  engineers 
Le Blond de l a  Tour and Adrien de Pauger, t o  become one of the  e a r l i e s t  
planned c i t i e s  i n  AmerTca. The or iginal  t o m ,  wkich 2 s  the  present day 
Vieux Carre followed the  famLliar gridiron plan and covered eighty r ec t i l i nea r  
blocks. 

During the  administration of t he  Marquis de Vaudreuil (1743-53), New Orleans 
gained a las t fng reputatfon f ~ r  glam$r and extravagant 13vfng. Dominated 
by a s o c i a l l y  exclusive Creole clique, the  colonial  capit@ soon became the 
cul tural  center of Loulslana and imitated the  elegant manners o f  ~ersf?@les. 

When France dtvided its h e r  can colonybetween England and Spain i n  1763, 
New Orleans became the  cap1 & o of Spanish-Louisiana. Angered by the 
t r ans fe r  and the r u l e  of Antohe  de Ulloa, the  f i r s t  Spanisli commissioner, 
four hundred Acadi.ans, Ge~man coast settlers and other colonis ts  seized the 

(Continued) 
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c i t y  on October 28, 1768, and f o r  t en  months, New Orleans became the  first 
American c i t y  independent of a European power. On August 17, 1769, Count 
Alexander OFRe%lly, w$th twentr^fou~ sh$ps and two tF~ousand men recaptured 
t he  c i t y  without any- res - i~ tance .  

New Orleans was tw-lce n e a r l y  destroyed by f i r e ,  i n  1788 and 1794. Following 
t h e  l a s t  dis.as-ter, s ubs t an t i a l  build2ngs replaced former wooden s t ruc tu res ,  
so t h a t  b y  1803 it resembled a small European c i t y .  IYI t b t  pame year, on 
November 30, LouS$iana pas.sed from Spain back t o  Prance and twenty days l a t e r  
t he  United States. purchased t he  terr i tory-.  CeremsnTes of t he  t ~ a n s f e r  of 
t h e  l a rge s t  land accession i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of tlie United S t a t e s  took place on 
the  second f l o o r  of t h e  CaGIldo, so  long t he  s ea t  of Spanish government i n  
Louisiana. 

When the  f i r s t  steamboats t o  navigate t h e  Miss iss lppi  docked a t  New Orleans 
i n  1812, a new e r a  i n  development of t he  c i t y  began. By 1840, t r a f f i c  
r iva led  t h a t  of  New York Clty. Experiencing spectacular  growth commercially, 
t he  population o f  t he  c i t y  climbed from about 8,000 i n  1800 t o  160,000 i n  
1860. The rapid  i n f l ux  of American s e t t l e r s  and t raders ,  Latin American 
p o l i t i c a l  refugees, and European lmmig~ants made an te -be l lm New Orleans 
t he  most cosmop~lTtan and international c i t y  t n  t he  country. A t  mid-century,, 
New Orleans had Become the  comme~cial and f inanc ia l  center  of the  e n t i r e  
Miss iss ippi  Valley, t h e  fourth Largest c l t y  i n  tKe United S ta tes ,  and the  
second g r ea t e s t  po r t  i n  Ame~ica. 

The s h i f t i n g  of the  s t a t e  ca  ' to1  t o  Baton Rouge i n  1849 marked t he  Q beginning of t he  end f o r  t he  go den e r a  of New Orleans. After  1850, when 
r a i l r oad  connections were completed between Chicago and t he  At lan t ic  Coast, 
t h e  t r ade  of the  Valley began t o  move from the  waterway. The f i n a l  blow i n  
t he  descent was the  capture of the  Confederate c i t y  on April  25, 1862, by 
Admiral David Farragut.  

Occupied by Union troops,  New Orleans suffered under the  s t e r n  r u l e  of 
General Benjamin Butler. Passing through a period of violence,  corruption 
and crop f a i l u r e s ,  the  c i t y  was slow t o  recover i t s  f inanc ia l  s t a b i l i t y  and 
commercial advantages. Although today an important and th r iv ing  c i t y ,  New 
Orleans has never been able  t o  regain i t s  nat ional  prominence. 

A s  a reminder of  t he  former b r i l l i a n c e  of t h e  c i t y ,  t he  Vieux Carre c a r r i e s  
many associa t ions  of t h e  pas t .  I t  was from the  Vieux Carre t h a t  French and 
Spanish r u l e r s  governed colonia l  Louisiana and t h a t  the  o f f i c l a l  t r an s f e r  
of t he  Louisiana t e r r i t o r y  t o  t he  United S t a t e s  occurred. The f i r s t  steam- 
boat t o  navigate the  Mississippi  River found a harbor here and+a te r  troops 
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d r i l l e i  before t h e  Ba t t l e  of New Orleans. I t  was here t h a t  merchants and 
financeers made large  for tunes  from the  r i v e r  t r ade  and Creoles, Baratarian 
p i r a t e s  and Caj @IS l ived with a f l ou r i sk  t h a t  f asrcinated Anglo-Americans and 
sparked t h e  creatPve imaginations of many prominent m l t e r s .  Continuing 
t h i s  colorful  pas t  i n t o  t he  present,  t h e  Vieux Carre is both an important 
p a r t  of Ame~ican b r i t a g e  and a r i c h  c o n t r i b u t o ~  t o  the  present. 
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The boundary of t h e  Vieux Carre was es tabl ished t o  coincide with the  
h i s t o r i c a l  boundaries of t he  o r i g ina l  c i t y .  The boundary s t r e e t s  a r e  wide 
avenues, divided i n  the  center  by landscaped is lands .  Because Canal and 
Rampart S t r e e t s  a r e  badly eroded, t he  boundary l i n e  runs down the  center  of 
the  s t r e e t .  Esplanade has re ta ined  most of i ts  o r i g ina l  character  so here 
t he  l i n e  runs along t h e  r ea r  property l i ne s  o f  property on the  north s ide .  
The boundary begins a t  the  nor theas t  corner running along the  near r i v e r  
bank t o  t he  Canal S t r e e t  f e r r y  dock, then west i n  a l i n e  along t he  center  of 
Canal S t r e e t  on t he  south  s i d e  of the  dividing i s l ands  t o  Rampart S t r ee t ,  
then nor th  along the  west s i de  o f  the  center  i s l ands  of Rampart S t r ee t  t o  
Esplanade, then ea s t  along the  r e a r  property l i n e s  on t h e  north s i de  of 
Esplanade S t r e e t  t o  the  point  of  beginning. 


